j2                        GLADSTONE
but it required greatly more time to set itself in
oider and just so in adult and in middle and later
life, I acquired very tardily any knowledge of the
world, and that simultaneous conspectus of the re-
lations of persons and things, which is necessary
for the proper performance of duties in the world."
This unflattering self-portrait sounds convincing
and we are not helped by it to understand why
much more trouble was taken with his than with
his brothers' education. He went to Eton in
September 1821 and remained there till Christ-
mas 1827- Though for him Eton character-
istically remained the " Queen of Schools,"1 his
prolonged residence calls for little comment, save
that Arthur Hallam excited in him the romantic
admiration that he aroused subsequently in
Tennyson. In 1893, convinced that everybody else
must be as interested in Hallam as he still was,
he wrote to the Queen on the death of Tennyson :
" He [Mr. Gladstone] supposes himself to be
the only person still living possessed of early re-
collections of Tennyson, who called upon him
about 1837 ^d impressed him very deeply. The
honour of that visit was due not to any merit or
distinction of Mr. Gladstone's, but to a common
friendship with Arthur Hallam, whom Tennyson
had so profoundly known and loved at Cambridge
and who had previously been Mr. Gladstone's
closest associate at Eton. Mr. Gladstone is
1 It is creditahte to the " Queen of Schools " that we may
ice m Upper School busts not ooiy of Cray airf Poison, but of
J&. Fo* and Mr. Gladstone.